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therefore, justified on any grounds whatever in demanding the
release of those who have been arrested. I have been asked whether
a satyagrahi is responsible for the results that follow from that
movement. I have replied that they are. I, therefore, suggest that
if we cannot conduct this movement without the slightest violence
from our side^ the movement might have to be abandoned or it may
be necessary to give it a different and still more restricted shape. It
may be necessary to go even further. The time may come for me to
offer satyagraha against ourselves. I would not deem it a disgrace
that we die. I shall be pained to hear of the death of a satyagrahi,
but I shall consider it to be the proper sacrifice given for the sake
of struggle. But if those who are not satyagrahis, who shall not have
joined the movement, who are even against the movement, received
any injury at all, every satyagrahi will be responsible for that sinfii
injury. My responsibility will be a million times heavier. I have
embarked upon the struggle with a due sense of responsibility.
"I have just heard that some English gentlemen have been injured
Some may have even died from such injuries. If so, it would be ;
great blot on satyagraha. For me. Englishmen too are our brethren
We can have nothing against them and for scenes such as I hav
described are simply unbearable3 but I know how to offer satyagraha
against ourselves. As against ourselves what kind of satyagraha can
I offer? I do not see what penance I can offer excepting that it is
for me to fast and, if need be? by so doing to give this body and
thus prove the truth of satyagraha, I appeal to you to peacefully
disperse and to refrain from acts that may in any way bring disgrace
upon the people of Bombay."
Events marched rapidly after the satyagraha day of April 6.
There was great excitement in Ahmedabad. There were rumours of
Anasuyabehn's arrest, which led to serious clashes. The textile
workers were fired at several times and military proclamation was
issued on the morning of April 12.
On April 13 Gandhi arrived in Ahmedabad and he was allowed
to help in restoring order. He addressed a huge meeting of the
citizens held near the ashram. He upbraided the people for their
violence and declared a three days3 penitential fast for himself and
appealed to them to observe a similar fast for a day:
"Brothers, I mean to address myself mainly to you. Brothers, the
events that have happened in course of the last few days have been.